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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Brisbane is excited to support the Brisbane in 28 bid, to host
Worldcon in Australia. We know how important it is to have a city
invested in Worldcon, and Brisbane can’t wait to welcome you to our
city. Imagine a Worldcon wrapped in sunshine, filled with friendly
faces, and humming with the kind of stories only fandom can create.
Our city’s ready with warmth, whimsy, and a bit of Aussie cheek,
making it the perfect place to host the convention.

Brisbane; the 2028 Worldcon city - Brisbane is the sunny, easy-going city
Worldcon fans will fall in love with the moment they arrive. A warm, walkable place
built around river breezes, subtropical days, and that famously friendly Queensland
spirit. It’s affordable, accessible, and effortlessly welcoming, with everything from
hotels to cafés to parklands just a short stroll from the convention centre. With
world-class food, vibrant cultural precincts, low cost local transport options, and a
reputation as one of Australia’s safest, most relaxed cities, Brisbane makes it
simple for fans to focus on what matters: enjoying Worldcon and exploring a city
that feels like an adventure all on its own.

Enjoying your Brisbane experience - Brisbane is the perfect place for
Worldcon attendees who want a conference trip packed with things to see, do and
experience, from outdoor adventures and wildlife encounters to galleries,
performances and riverside dining. With so many activities right in the city, plus
beaches, rainforests, cultural precincts and iconic landmarks all an easy trip away,
you'll never run out of ways to fill your days (and nights). Whether you're chasing
thrills, seeking great food, or just wanting to soak up some sunshine between
sessions, Brisbane makes it effortless to enjoy every moment of your Worldcon
stay.

Travelling to Brisbane - Getting to Brisbane is easy and affordable, as you can
get here generally with no more than one or two flights! Brisbane has direct flights
from North America, Europe and Asia, making it easy to get here. The airport is
just a 20 minute drive to the venue and accommodation options, or you can get
the train that’s easy and affordable.

Con-venue: Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre — BCEC is the
perfect home for Worldcon 2028, because it already knows how to host
imaginative, fan-driven events. BCEC has welcomed everything from pop-culture
expos to genre festivals, and it’s brilliantly set up for the kind of creative,
community-filled chaos Worldcon does best. It's fully accessible, easy to navigate,
and built with sustainability at its core, making it a place where every fan can feel
comfortable, included, and welcomed.

Affordable and accessible accommodation — Brisbane offers hotel options
that cater to every budget, with over 260 hotels and 23,000 hotel rooms to choose
from. A 305Z00m hotel is directly connected to the Convention Centre with rates
we have negotiated, with a 160Zoom hotel located immediately adjacent. In
addition, 48 hotels are within just 2 km of the venue, making it easy for delegates
to stay within comfortable walking distance. We will be seeking to negotiate
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discounts with further hotels as we proceed. Accommodation in Brisbane remains
highly affordable by global standards, with options ranging from luxury fiveZstar
hotels to serviced apartments and budget4riendly properties.

Local transport - Brisbane is really easy to get around. Brisbane has an
efficient, convenient and easily accessible transport network of buses, trains, taxis
and the city’s high speed scenic river catamaran service. With public transport only
25¢ USD it is convenient to get around the city, and to and from the airport. Yes,
that's only 25¢ USD per journey with travel heavily subsidised by the government.

A cost-effective city — Brisbane is an affordable city for every person attending
Worldcon. The city offers outstanding value for money for attendees with
affordable accommodation rates, food and drinks; and the price of a coffee or a
beer is great value. Attendees also have free access to galleries and museums
within the convention precinct of South Bank, and discounts to restaurants, bars
and retailers.

Optimum climate - Brisbane enjoys Australia’s only subtropical capitalZity
climate, with gentle winters averaging around 21°C and sunny summers sitting at
about 27°C, perfect for preZand postZonvention exploring as well as relaxed
social and leisure activities. With more sunny days than Florida and winter warmth
that rivals the Bahamas, Brisbane offers an inviting, easy-going atmosphere and an
especially idyllic climate in July when we are proposing to host Worldcon.

Outstanding international attractions — Australia sits on countless bucket
lists around the world, so why not start ticking off some of those dream
experiences while you're here? Brisbane’s ideal location as the capital of
Australia’s premier tourist region presents the ideal opportunity for attendees to
enjoy a microcosm of Australia’s iconic experiences. World heritage listed
rainforests, amazing beaches, islands, wineries and the internationally famous
Australia Zoo, home of the Crocodile Hunter, are all easily accessible within an
hour of the city. You can even do day trips to the southern Great Barrier Reef from
Brisbane.
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2 HOST CITY: BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA

Brisbane is the sunny, easy-going city that Worldcon attendees will
fall in love with the moment they arrive. As the capital of Queensland,
Brisbane is built around warm weather, river breezes, outdoor living
and that famously friendly Queensland spirit. With its subtropical
climate and walkable city centre, it’s the kind of place where you can
go from panels to riverfront bars, from cosplay to botanic gardens, all
without losing that relaxed Australia feeling.

2.1 AFFORDABLE AND ACCESSIBLE

Brisbane is one of Australia’s most affordable major cities, with lower
onZheZyround costs and a compact CBD that’s easy to explore on foot. Fans can
walk between the convention centre, hotels, cafés, bars, parklands, and cultural
venues, all within minutes. It's simple, relaxed, and accessible, making it easier for
attendees to focus on what matters: enjoying Worldcon.

2.2 ENVIABLE LIFESTYLE & CLIMATE

Brisbane is quickly earning a reputation on the international events circuit for its
vibrant culture, endless summers, and incredible access to everything visitors
imagine when they think “Australia.” A true lifestyle city, Brisbane offers the
sunshine, open spaces, and relaxed, walkable atmosphere that fans love. With
around 300 days of sunshine each year, it's a reliable destination for outdoor
events, activities, and programming that take full advantage of its subZropical
climate.

When attendees visit Brisbane, they are welcomed to a vibrant and contemporary
city featuring stylish hotels, an eclectic dining and entertainment scene, a rich
cultural precinct housing the southern hemisphere’s largest Gallery of Modern Art —
GOMA, a bursting events calendar and some of the friendliest locals in the world
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2.3 WORLD CLASS FOOD AND BEVERAGE

Brisbane is a city made for eating, drinking, and socialising, with vibrant hospitality
precincts that give Worldcon attendees endless options within a short walk of the
convention centre. From the riverside restaurants and relaxed parklands of South
Bank to the creative laneway energy of Fish Lane, fans will find everything from
quick bites to long, chatty dinners.

For those who like an adventure, Howard Smith Wharves accessible through the
ferry offers stunning Story Bridge views, breweries, and openir dining perfect for
warm evenings, while Fortitude Valley adds latezight eats, rooftop bars, and
liveZnusic venues for those who like to keep the fun going. With new riverfront
spaces opening at Queen’s Wharf and Brisbane’s signature friendly service
everywhere you go, the city delivers a welcoming, easy-going food and drink
scene that’s ideal for fan meetups, casual gatherings, and exploring with new
friends.
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2.4 LOCAL TRANSPORT

Brisbane is a highly walkable and compact city for Worldcon attendees at the
Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre, especially for those staying in the city
and South Bank precincts.

The convention centre is conveniently located just a short stroll from a range of
hotels, restaurants, and recreational areas, making it easy to transition from panels
to parties without needing to rely on public transport. Walking times range from a
2-minute stroll to a 15-minute stroll.

Additionally, attendees can take advantage of free local transport options, such as
the CityLoop bus service and the CityHopper ferry, which stop at key inner-city
locations along the Brisbane River. Most TransLink buses, trains, CityCats, and
ferries are equipped with facilities to assist passengers with disabilities, including
low-floor buses, wheelchair ramps, and designated seating.

Public transport costs just 25¢ USD on trains, ferries, light rail and metro services,
making it an easy and cheap way to get around the city.

For those coming in from the airport, the Brisbane Airtrain leaves directly from the
domestic and international terminals, landing in the heart of South Bank, for a low
cost of under $5 USD.

2.5 SAFE, SECURE AND STABLE
DESTINATION

Brisbane is acknowledged as a safe destination, enjoying a stable economic and
social environment as well as a level of confidence that can be achieved in smaller,
medium sized cities. Brisbane ranks below the national and international average
for tourist related crimes. As a Crime Prevention Measure the Queensland Police
have established a Tourist Oriented Policing Unit which provides dedicated
support to ensure a safe event.

2.6 THE GATEWAY TO OUR ICONIC TOURIST
DESTINATIONS

From Brisbane, it's easy to turn your trip into a proper Aussie adventure. Head up
to the Sunshine Coast or down to the Gold Coast for beaches, surf, theme parks
and sunshine, or islandzop across Moreton, Straddie and Tangalooma for
dolphins, wreck dives and those classic turquoise waters. If you're keen to go a bit
further, Australia’s other major cities are just a short flight away, Sydney with its
Harbour and Opera House, Melbourne’s laneways, food scene and galleries,
Adelaide’s wine regions, and Perth’s beaches and big blue skies.

And of course, Australia’s bucketZjst icons are all within reach too: the Great
Barrier Reef, Uluru, Kakadu, the Twelve Apostles along the Great Ocean Road,
and the wild landscapes of Tasmania. Brisbane really is the perfect starting point to
begin your Aussie adventure.
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