Brisbane, Australia’s invitation to host
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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Brisbane offers international attendees and congress organisers the
best possible outcome — a world-class convention infrastructure in a
dynamic, compact, affordable and welcoming city that offers visitors
an authentic taste of Australia.

Brisbane has a unique structure of local convention partners who have come
together to demonstrate total support and commitment to the success of the
Worldcon Brisbane in 28.

Brisbane, Australia — Brisbane is a vibrant, friendly, lifestyle city, home to four
universities and Australia’s largest medical research centre and a thriving industry
hub, in the heart of Australia’s premier tourist region. Brisbane is Australia’s
powerhouse city and capital of Queensland, with a worldwide reputation as a leader
in science and technology.

Air access - Brisbane’s award-winning airport and superior infrastructure provide
a smooth and warm welcome to Brisbane for visiting attendees. Brisbane’s
International Terminal is serviced by 29 international carriers, offering over 300 direct
flights to 34 international destinations each week. With excellent access to the Asia
Pacific, Europe, and USA, attendees are offered the optimum in flexible travel
itineraries. Operating 24 hours a day, Brisbane Airport is just a 20 minute drive from
the city and Convention Centre.

Unique convention precinct — Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre (BCEC)
is ideally located in the unigue riverside cultural and lifestyle precinct at South Bank.
Home to Australia’s newest and largest Gallery of Modern Art, more than 100 cafes
and restaurants and stylish shops, South Bank is an inner-city oasis with green
spaces, riverfront parkland, rainforest pockets and Australia’s only city-based sand
and swimming beach — complete with life guards!

Australia’s most awarded convention centre — BCEC has been named the
World’s Best Convention Centre by the International Association of Congress
Centres. Host venue for the G20 Summit, acknowledged as the ‘Best Ever’, BCEC
is Australia’s most flexible meetings venue offering unprecedented choice with an
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impressive portfolio of meeting rooms and event spaces, with capacity for plenary
sessions of up to 8,000.

Affordable and accessible accommodation - There are more than 260 hotels
and over 21,000 accommodation rooms in Brisbane. A 305 room hotel is directly
linked to the Centre and a 160 room hotel is located adjacent to the Centre, while
48 of the 230 hotels are within 2km or short walking distance of the Centre. Hotels
are very affordable by world standards and range from five star to serviced
apartments and budget type accommodation.

Local transport — Brisbane has an efficient, convenient and easily accessible
transport network of buses, trains, taxis and the city’s high speed scenic river
catamaran service. A special travel ‘Go Card’ enables seamless travel across a
variety of transport options. The Centre is central to a number of major transport
hubs.

Value for money - Brisbane offers outstanding value for money for attendees and
organisers alike. In comparison with Sydney and Melbourne we still offer cheaper
accommodation rates, food and drinks; the price of a coffee or a beer is also
cheaper. For organisers Brisbane offers more affordable services including printers,
satchels and website retailers and service providers.

Optimum climate - Brisbane is Australia’s only subtropical capital city with an
average daily summer temperature of 27 degrees Celsius and average daily winter
temperature of 21 degrees Celsius, ideal for pre and post touring activities and social
and leisure activities. Brisbane has more sunny days than Florida and warmer winter
days than the Bahamas and offers an idyllic climate during World Science Fiction
Society Local Committee preferred Congress timing in August 2028.

Australia - a unique experience — Australia is a mature, politically and
economically stable country, ranked first in the OECD Better Life Index, and rated
9th on the 2015 Global Peace Index out of 162 countries. It is culturally rich, with a
60,000-year history of ancient Indigenous cultures and a multicultural population
base of 25 million. Its unique diversity of landscape abounds in natural beauty,
contrasting colours and dramatic scenery.
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Outstanding international attractions — Brisbane’s ideal location as the capital
of Australia’s premier tourist region presents the ideal opportunity for attendees to
enjoy a microcosm of Australia’s iconic experiences. World heritage listed
rainforests, amazing beaches, islands, wineries and the internationally famous
Australia Zoo — home of the Crocodile Hunter — are all easily accessible within an
hour of the city. You can even do day trips to the Great Barrier Reef from Brisbane.
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2 BRISBANE IN 28

Known as the “Sunshine State”, this warm, walkable city has all the
sunshine and alfresco lifestyle that visitors to Australia expect from this
sub-tropical, safe, vibrant and contemporary city. Featuring stylish
hotels, an eclectic dining and entertainment scene and a rich cultural
precinct, housing the southern hemisphere’s largest Gallery of Modern
Art, and some of the friendliest locals in the world ready to welcome
Worldcon 2028 attendees!

NAME OF WORLDCON 2028

To keep with tradition, we proposed the name of Worldcon Brisbane in 28 to be:
Aussiecon 5

PROPOSED CONVENTION DATES

Thursday 27 July to Monday 31 July 2028

WHAT IS YOUR PROPOSED CONVENTION HOST CITY?

Brisbane, capital of the Sunshine State of Queensland, in Australia.

IS YOUR CONVENTION SITE IN A CITY CENTER LOCATION OR A
SUBURB?

South Bank Parklands is located in the city centre, on the banks of the Brisbane
River and is the location of the Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre.

South Bank is the city’s green oasis and the hub for cultural and entertainment
activities offering wide appeal for delegates to mix with the locals and enjoy this
unique inner-city riverside precinct.
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Key features include:
1 17 hectares of riverfront parkland including various green spaces and rainforest
pockets

9 Australia’s only inner-city swimming beach and lagoons — complete with life
guards!

1 Arange of cultural entertainment venues including the Queensland Museum
and Australia’s newest and largest Gallery of Modern Art (GoMA)

More than 100 sidewalk cafes, restaurants and bars
Weekend markets and weekly activation programs
Riverside walkways and cycle paths
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CityCat ferries, train and bus stations all close to BCEC.

**More information can be found in Section 3

IF A SUBURB, WHAT ARE THE TRANSPORT OPTIONS INTO THE CITY
CENTER?

The Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre is located in South Bank Parklands
a short 5 min walk from the city centre. There are a number of accommodation
options located around the convention centre with the proposed Worldcon 2028
Hotel Partner, Rydges South Bank attached to the convention centre.

The Brisbane Domestic and International Airports are located only 20 minutes drive
from the city centre and South Bank precinct. Airtrain, Uber, Taxi’s and Airport
Shuttles operate from the Domestic and International Airports. The city of Brisbane
is able to coordinate discounted Airtrain tickets for attendees (further information
below)

HOW FAR IS THE SITE FROM THE CITY CENTRE?

10min walk across the river
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WHAT ARE YOUR MAIN FACILITIES?

The Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre (BCEC) named the World’s Best
Convention Centre 2016-2018, by the International Association of Congress
Centres (AIPC), BCEC received the highest ratings in key performance areas in an
international client based survey. BCEC’s 26 years of experience brings together
unmatched capability and a unique depth of industry knowledge and skills
including leading edge technology and world-class catering.

An impressive portfolio of meeting rooms and event spaces meets the challenge of
all events of any complexity or size. The purpose-built space is perfectly designed
to accommodate a conference of the size and complexity of Worldcon, and the
flexibility of the space at BCEC will allow for developments and variations in the
conference, in an ever-changing world.

**More information can be found in section 4

HOW FAR ARE YOUR HOTELS FROM YOUR MAIN VENUE?

Rydges South Bank Brisbane will be WorldCon 2028’s official hotel partner if our
bid is successful. The hotel is located in the heart of Brisbane’s arts and
entertainment precinct and is linked directly to the Brisbane Convention &
Exhibition Centre.

Brisbane has over 21,000 accommodation rooms available for attendees, including
4500 which are within a two kilometre radius and short walk from the Brisbane
Convention & Exhibition Centre. These include student style accommodation,
apartment hotels, through to 5 star luxury hotels from international brands. There
are a further 1000 hotel rooms due to open between August 2024 and the time of
the proposed Worldcon in 2028, directly opposite the Brisbane Convention &
Exhibition Centre.

**More information can be found in section 6




WHO IS YOUR CONVENTION CHAIR?

Random Jones - (he/him) - Random’s first Worldcon was an attendee at
Aussicon 4 in Melbourne 2010. After hearing about the problems associated with
Worldcon 2023 he got very, very angry, which is how he discovered he cared a great
deal about it and decided to get involved. He has been involved in convention
organisation on a smaller scale for decades, being heavily involved in organisation
of Melbourne’s roleplaying convention scene for almost 30 years, plus is also
involved on the committee of Continuum, Melbourne’s speculative fiction
convention.

WHO IS ON YOUR CONVENTION COMMITTEE?

“Tacks” Elwick (she/her) is part of the Continuum organising committee, and is
involved in the Canberra Speculative Fiction Guild. If we could harness her energy
levels and turn it into electricity, we'd never have to worry about the power bill ever
again.

Mel Davis (she/they) is a long time sci-fi fan and keen con-goer, she is a Brit living
in Brisbane, with previous convention experience as Treasurer for two popular
Eastercons in the UK, and is currently responsible for running the Brisbane science
fiction and fantasy meet up group.

Rebecca “Selphie” Corke (she/her) is an experienced accounts officer,
specialising in accounts payable. She is a strong believer in getting the cheapest
AND best solutions for every problem and is a bloodhound for money leaks. She is
around to make sure we ook after our money in the right way.

Vix Richardson (she/her) is a spec-fic author, as well as occasional panellist,
cofounder and runner of various writing groups. She has a six year role in operations
management of a major medical company and is in charge of operations for the bid
committee. She is also responsible for any and all common-sense the bid committee
requires, as it's fairly obvious we don’t have any.
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We have enlisted the assistance of former Worldcon committee
members, and some former chairs, with a great deal of experience —
these are:

1 Rose Mitchell (she/her)
1 Perry Middlemiss (he/him)
1 PRK (he/him)

PASS-ALONG-FUNDS

Yes, we plan to participate in Pass-Along Funds. At this stage the committee is
unsure of what percentages we will be able to pass along.

WHAT IS THE SPONSORING ORGANISATION

1 MacGuffins Australia Limited is an Australian not-for-profit company that
will be acting as the umbrella organisation for the bid and convention.

IS THE SPONSORING ORGANIZATION TAX-EXEMPT FOR LOCAL TAXES,
ESPECIALLY SALES TAX?

1 Tax-exemption of that nature is much more difficult in Australia. However,
Australian GST does not have to be lodged if the annual turnover is less than
$75,000. As a result, we will not have to lodge GST for the period of the bid,
and will only have to account for it if selected as the site for 2028.

©



WHAT IS YOUR WEBSITE AND/OR FACEBOOK GROUP?

Website https://brisbane28.org/

Mailing list http://eepurl.com/iStYpM

Facebook group  https://www.facebook.com/groups/brisbanein28
Facebook page  https://www.facebook.com/Brisbanein28/
Twitter https://x.com/Brisbaneln28

BlueSky https://bsky.app/profile/brisbanein28.bsky.social

WHO SHOULD PEOPLE CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR
QUESTIONS (EMAIL PREFERRED)?

All questions can be directed to: info@brisbane28.org
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2.1 TRAVEL

WHAT IS THE TYPICAL CURRENT AIRFARE TO YOUR CLOSEST AIRPORT
FROM WORLD CITIES SUCH AS LONDON, BOSTON, LOS ANGELES,
TOKYO, MELBOURNE, ETC.?

(Prices are current as of August 2024, and are in Australia dollars)

1 Dubai $1,148
1 Doha: $1,713
1 Singapore: $1,018
1 Tokyo: $779

1 Los Angeles (LAX): $1,721
1 Vancouver: $1,900

DO INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS, AS WELL AS DOMESTIC, FLY INTO YOUR
LOCAL AIRPORT?

Currently we have 30 direct international flights into Brisbane and this is continuing
to increase rapidly in the lead up to hosting the 2032 Olympic and Paralympic
Games. A second runway opened in 2020 providing Brisbane with the same flight
capacity as Hong Kong and Singapore.

Brisbane Airport boasts the most domestic connections in Australia, and also the
most direct connections throughout the Pacific Islands.

Our current direct flights are heavily concentrated throughout Asia Pacific, Middle
East & North America, with most major international cities accessible with only one
connection. Most common routes connect via Singapore or United Arab Emirates.

There are over 77,000 arrival seats into Brisbane per week, over half of which bring
passengers through Asia as the transfer hub from major European destinations.
Direct flights arrive several times a day from Asia, the Middle East, United States,
New Zealand and the Pacific.

WORLDCON 2028 “AUSSIECON 5
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WHICH AIRLINES? IF NOT, WHERE IS THE CLOSEST INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT?

19 airlines fly directly into and out of Brisbane airport

1 Air Canada EVA Air United Airlines

1 Air New Zealand Jetstar Airways United Airways

1 Cathay Pacific Airways Korean Airlines Singapore Airlines
1 China Airlines Malindo Air Tiger Airways

1 China Eastern Airlines Philippine Airlines Virgin Australia

1 China Southern Airlines Qantas

1 Emirates Qatar Airways

ARE DIRECT FLIGHTS FROM THE CITIES ABOVE FLOWN INTO YOUR
LOCAL AIRPORT?

Brisbane’s award-winning International Airport is located just 13 kilometres or 20
minutes from the city centre and from the Convention Centre. With superior airport
infrastructure and operating 24 hours a day, Brisbane Airport directly services 30
international destinations each week and 51 domestic destinations. As at January
2020, the airport accommodates some 22 million travellers each year, including
5.6 million international passengers.

INTERNATIONALLY, BRISBANE HAS DIRECT FLIGHTS TO AND FROM
THE FOLLOWING CITIES:

Middle East - Doha (DOH), Dubai (DXB)

Asia - Denpasar (DPS), Guangzhou (CAN), Ho Chi Minh City (SGN), Hong Kong
(HKG), Manila (MNL), Osaka (KIX), Seoul (ICN), Shanghai (PVG), Singapore (SIN),
Taipei (TPE), Tokyo (NRT),

South Pacific - Apia (APW), Espiritu Santo (SON), Honiara (HIR), Munda (MUA),
Nadi (NAN), Nauru (INU), Noumea (NOU), Port Moresby (POM), Port Vila (VLI),
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New Zealand - Auckland (AKL), Christchurch (CHC), Queenstown (ZQN),
Wellington (WLG),

North America - Dallas Fort Worth (DFW), Los Angeles (LAX), San Francisco
(SFO), Vancouver (YBR).

Domestically, Brisbane connects to all the other Australian capital cities, as well as
a lot of regional centres.

The airport is serviced by Brisbane’s airport rail link, Airtrain, which provides a cost
effective and efficient service to travellers transferring to the city and the
Convention Centre.




HOW FAR IS YOUR CONVENTION SITE FROM THE NEAREST
AIRPORT/TRAIN STATION AND WHAT IS THE LIKELY COST OF GETTING
TO THE HOTELS BY BOTH PUBLIC TRANSPORT, SHARED RIDE SERVICE
(LYFT/UBER/ETC.), AND TAXI FROM THAT AIRPORT/TRAIN STATION?

Brisbane Airport (BNE) is approximately 13km to the east of the Brisbane CBD,
and is approximately 20 minutes via the Airtrain, to and from South Brisbane
Station, which is located beside the Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre. Solo
tickets are approximately $26 per person, one way, with discounts available when
bought online from their website, and for groups of 2 or more travelling together.
The City of Brisbane can coordinate discounted transfer tickets via Airtrain for
attendees of conventions such as Worldcon.

Con-x-ion offers door-to-door service to and from Brisbane Airport, to Brisbane
accommaodation, but also to the Gold Coast in the south, Sunshine Coast in the
north, and Toowoomba to the west. Cost for a trip between the airport and
Rydges South Bank is currently $32 each way. A taxi or Uber/Didi rideshare
between the airport and the venue would be approximately $65 each way.

WHAT IS THE VISA SITUATION FOR CITIZENS OF FOREIGN COUNTRIES
TO ATTEND YOUR CONVENTION?

Under Australia’s universal visa system, all visitors to Australia must have a valid
visa to travel to and enter Australia. No countries are excluded from Australia on
political or religious grounds.

The Australian Government Department of Home Affairs offers organisers a central
resource to manage this process as seamlessly as possible. The Department’s
International Event Coordinator Network (IECN) will provide event organisers with
information on visa options and application requirements for event participants
including delegates and exhibitors, speakers, performers and event staff.

There are several visa options available to people wishing to visit Australia. The
appropriate visa option will depend, among other things, on the person’s purpose

for visiting Australia and the length of stay. This is to ensure all attendees are aware

of the correct application procedures and can apply well in advance of their
expected travel.
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The IECN can also provide updates on the progress of visa applications,
confirmation of the lodgement of visa applications by event participants, and liaison
with Australian visa offices overseas to resolve issues arising in the visa application
process.

WHAT COUNTRIES ARE ELIGIBLE FOR ESTAS (ELECTRONIC TRAVEL
AUTHORIZATIONS WHICH ARE GENERALLY A FORMALITY)?

Under Australia’s universal visa system, all visitors to Australia must have a valid
visa to travel to and enter Australia.

Attendees and speakers that will not be working, performing or otherwise be paid
to contribute at Worldcon 2028 may be eligible to apply for the following visa
options:

The eVisitor visa is free of charge, and allows you to stay for up to three months
at a time, and visit Australia as often as you wish within a 12 month period. You
must be a citizen of and hold a valid passport from one of the following countries to
be eligible for an eVisitor visa:

Andorra Austria Belgium
Bulgaria Croatia Cyprus
Czech Republic Denmark Estonia
Finland France Germany
Greece Hungary Iceland
Ireland [taly Latvia
Liechtenstein Lithuania Luxembourg
Malta Monaco The Netherlands
Norway Poland Portugal
Romania Republic of San Marino Slovakia
Slovenia Spain Sweden
Switzerland United Kingdom — British | Vatican City
Citizen

Requirements apply and can be viewed here:
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/evisitor-

65 14Eligibility.
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Australia offers an ETA (Electronic Travel Authority) subclass 601 which
allows you to visit Australia as often as you wish within a 12 month period, and stay
up to 3 months each time you enter Australia. You must hold a valid passport from
one of the countries below to be eligible for an ETA. You cannot apply for an ETA
with a non-citizen passport, certificate of identity or other travel document, such as
a Titre de Voyage. Countries eligible for an ETA include:

Andorra Austria Belgium

Brunei Canada Denmark

Finland France Germany

Greece Hong Kong SAR of China | Iceland

Ireland Italy Japan

Liechtenstein Luxembourg Malaysia

Malta Monaco Norway

Portugal Republic of San Marino Singapore

South Korea Spain Sweden

Switzerland Taiwan (excluding official | The Netherlands
or diplomatic passports)

United Kingdom — British | United Kingdom — British | United States of America

Citizen National (overseas)

Vatican City

Requirements apply and can be found here:
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/electronic-travel-
authority-601#Eligibility

A Business Visitor Stream (Visitor visa subclass 600) allows you to visit for
business reasons and stay for up to three months at one time. Some nationals have
also been given an extension of visa validity (check the website link below). This
Visa is most appropriate for those delegates without access to either the ETA
subclass 601 visa or the eVisitor visa.

Terms and conditions apply for each of the above visa’s with the details available
for viewing at: https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-
finder/visit#
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WHAT COUNTRIES WOULD REQUIRE VISAS?

Unless you are an Australian citizen, you will need a valid Australian visa to enter
the country. New Zealand passport holders can apply for a visa upon arrival in the
country. All other passport holders, regardless of age, must apply for a visa before
leaving home. You can apply for a range of Australian visa types via the ETA app
or on the Department of Home Affairs website, both of which will be linked to our
Conference website if hosting Worldcon 2028.

HOW LONG DOES IT NORMALLY TAKE TO GET A VISA, AND AT WHAT
COsT?

9 eVisitor visa: free of charge. Processing time will vary however our
conference website will provide a link to the Visa Processing Time Guide Tool
which can assist.

9 Electronic Travel Authority (ETA) subclass 601: There is no Visa
Application Charge, however there may be an application service charge of
AUD20. In most cases, you will be advised of the result of your ETA application
immediately, though always recommended that you apply well ahead of when
you want to travel.

1 Business Visitor Stream visa: AUD195.00. Processing time will vary
however our conference website will provide a link to the Visa Processing Time
Guide Tool which can assist.

1 *Costs provided are as at July 2024.

**More information can be found in section 5

2.2 FACILITIES
WHAT HOTEL(S) ARE BEING USED FOR THE CONVENTION?

Rydges South Bank Brisbane will be WorldCon 2028’s official hotel partner if our
bid is successful. The hotel is located in the heart of Brisbane’s arts and
entertainment precinct and is conveniently linked to the Brisbane Convention &
Exhibition Centre, the host venue for WorldCon.
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Rydges South Bank has a variety of room styles and suites to suit your
requirements, with many having pancramic view of the Brisbane city skyline and
iconic Wheel of Brisbane, Mount Coot-tha and West End village area. Delegates
will be able to enjoy a cocktail poolside, room service and complimentary WIFI, and
will be only steps away from a range of dining experiences, from casual to fine
dining.

The Worldcon 2028 Brisbane Bid Committee have also secured offers from a
range of additional hotels which range from student style accommodation through
to luxury five star, and all only a short walk from the proposed conference venue.
This additional accommodation includes apartment style; perfect for those wishing
to share, or have extra space and facilities such as a full kitchen and laundry
facilities.
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